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Tax overhaul 
would hit 
Oregonians 


Losing deduction for state taxes has 
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an impact across all income levels 


Mike Rogoway The Oregonian/OregonLive 


The Republican tax bills now before Congress could save 
Oregonians $1.2 billion a year overall, a preliminary state 
analysis indicates. But those benefits may elude many mid- 
dle-class residents, recent college graduates and taxpayers 
with high medical bills. 

The bills would hit Oregonians much harder than tax- 
payers in most other parts of the country. That’s because 
Congress is moving to end a deduction for state taxes, 
which enables Oregon residents to deduct every dollar they 
spend in state taxes. That provision benefits 670,000 resi- 
dents a year, according to state data. 

Oregon taxpayers at the top of the income ladder could 
pay tens of thousands of dollars more per year without the 
deduction. But even households earning less than $75,000 
could face tax increases averaging about $1,200, according 
to the preliminary analysis from Oregon’s nonpartisan Leg- 
islative Revenue Office. 

“T think this is a middle-class tax hike. I think the mid- 
dle class is going to be severely impacted by this bill,” said 


SEE TAXES, A11 
Photos of stabbing victims Ricky Best, left, and Taliesin Namkai-Meche at a makeshift memorial. Disputes over how to 
divide hundreds of thousands of dollars raised to help their families and survivor Micah Fletcher have gone on for months. 
Don Ryan, Associated Press 
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victims of May’s horrific MAX train attack and their families. è š r š 
funds to MAX It took just weeks for a thorny dispute over the money to break out. win state title King City? 

Now, five months later, lawyers for Micah Fletcher and the families of 

victims, families Ricky Best and Taliesin Namkai-Meche continue to clash over how to divide The Cavaliers trail Founded as a retirement 

nearly three-quarters of $1.6 million raised online after police say Jeremy nearly all of the Class community in the 1960s, 
holds up hundreds Christian plunged a knife into all three men’s throats. 6A championship game the small Washington 

More than $600,000, raised by a local Muslim community group, was to South Medford, but County city has doubled 

of thous ands of finally given to the families last month, though not before the lawyer for one Jeffrey Nelson’s 37-yard in size while growing 

family threatened legal action. field goal with 3 seconds much younger overall 
dollars The rest, raised on GoFundMe by a Portland restaurateur, remains in the left gives Clackamas a and is poised to expand 
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